What'sinside:

* When do we get more
parking downtown?

e Got a spare $2,000 to
$20,000 sitting around?
Then you might want to
know about a proposal to
make you spend it on your
sewer.

e How is the city budget
faring with the proposed
statechange® Not well.

hank you for readingthis
newsletter and for your

constructive comments on
waysto makeit better.

O you know someone
who should be receiving

this update? Please
e—mail me their name and
e—mail address and I'll add
them to the list!

My e-mail address is
Cheryl@LovelLagunaBeach.com
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hen will we have more parking
downtown?

One of Laguna’s most pressingneedsis for
additional parking. Parkingin the downtown areawill
providelocalsandvisitorsalike the opportunityto explore
Laguna’sdowntown,artistic,andbeachareasyearround.

In orderto clearthe way for more close-inparking, the
city councilhasapprovedhe move of the antiquatecand
rustingcity maintenancdacility from its currentlocation
adjacentto city hall to a facility to be built at the rear of
the ACT V parkinglot in the Canyon. This will allow
additionalparkingspacego be createchextto city hall.

However, the creation of this additional downtown
parking has now been delayed by an appealto the
California CoastalCommissionby LagunaBeachcouncil
member Toni Iseman, a Coastal Commission board
member.The city is now forcedto go througha lengthy
and expensive appeal process before the additional
parkingcan be provided. The first CoastalCommission
hearingon this appealwill probablybe at the February
18-20,2004 meetingof the Commissionto be heldin La
Jolla.

mile—your sewer lateral
amera.

Your sewer lateral-the pipe that connectsyour
houseto the city sewersystem—maysoon needto be
inspected using a video cameraif a proposed city
ordinancas adopted. This ordinance which hasthe goal
of reducingthe numberof sewerspillsin Laguna,is being
introducedat the councilmeetingof January20.

IS on candid

Thereare probablysomereasonghat you will want to
ask questionsabout that ordinance. One reasonis the
cost of the ordinance,both to the city and to the
homeowner.Thereareno costestimatedor eitherin the
draft ordinance.

Costto the homeownerstartswith the $250 estimated
cost of actually video taping the sewer. If there are
problems (such as intrusive roots or sewer line
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cracks)perceivedby the plunmber doing the
video taping, the homeowner will then be
requiredto fix those problems. Estimatesof
the costsof suchfixes vary between$2,000to
upwards of $20,000, depending on the
situation. Such repairs are mandatedto be
completedwithin 180 days of notification to
thehomeowner.

The costs to the city will include costs of
enforcementand the repaving of streets if
manystreetpatchedavebeendoneasa result
of thisprogram.

The ordinanceas written is in need of a
“reasonableneswest,” and needsmuch more

publicinputbeforeit or its successors passed.

| hopeyou will be at the City Council meeting
of January 20, 2004, to become informed
aboutthisproposedegulation.

he Terminator is about to
terminate a major source of

I Laguna Beach revenue. How

will this affect our finances?

Governor Schwarzenegger’proposedbudget
includesshifting city propertytaxesto the state
of California. Thiswill costthe City of Laguna
Beachat leasta half million dollarsannually.

SinceLagunaBeachhasthe highestper capita
property tax collection in the county (and
probablyin the state) we will losethe mostper
personof any city in the county. This is
money LagunaBeachusesto pay for public
safety,police,fire andlifeguards.

It is unfortunatethat the statefiscal problems,
which are largely causedby statepolicies, are
beingsolvedby goingto local governmentgor
bail out money. This is money that most
localitiesjustdon’t have.

Fortunately,our city has been prudent and
won't go bankrupt like some other cities,
whichhavebeenfloating bonds,acquiringdebt
to payfor their projectswill. LagunaBeachis
an almost debt free city, but we will be
severely hurt by what is going on in
Sacramento.



